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NECROLOGY 

ROBERT ABERDEIN, M.D., M.B. 



Dr. Robert Aberdein was born at Chippewa, Province of Ontario, 
Canada, December 2, 1845, ^^ Scotch parentage. He was of the 
ninth generation in a race of physicians and surgeons, and his father, 
a member of the Royal College of Physicians of Edinburgh, earned 
distinction in the practice of his profession. 

Early in life Dr. Aberdein naturally turned his mind to the study 
of medicine. When a lad of ten years this predelection was mani- 
fested by his fondness for Latin, in which language he became 
proficient before he was in his teens. He laid the foundation of a 
liberal education at the Belvidere academy at Drummondsville in 
the historical Lundy's lane, later attending the grammar school at 
Drummondsville, where he fitted himself for entrance to the Uni- 
versity of Toronto. 

When he matriculated at that institution he was not yet sixteen 
years old, but on his own motion decided to give up the study of 
arts and pursue medicine in the medical department of the univer- 
sity. After two years of conscientious study there he offered his 
services to the federal government at Washington as an assistant 
army surgeon — the rebellion then being in progress — and was only 
prevented from going by his father's interdiction. 

Dr. Aberdein's third year's study in medicine was at McGill 
University, Montreal, where he went on the urgent persuasion of 
friends, to be under the instruction of eminent teachers there. Being 
still under age for graduation at Toronto, the following year the 
young student resolved to go to New York for a year to take ad- 
vantage of the clinics in the hospitals and the lectures being de- 
livered at Bellevue Hospital College, and was given the degree 
M.D. by the Bellevue institution, in March, 1867. 

After graduation he returned to Toronto in time for the examina- 
tions at the university, and in June of the same year was graduated 
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with the degree of M.B. The work he had done at Bellevue having 
attracted the attention of the professors, he was at once offered a 
post as ship's surgeon on an ocean Hner — a prize for which the 
whole student body then struggled. This opening Dr. Aberdein de- 
clined, having decided to begin the practice of his profession at 
Suspension Bridge, N. Y. 

He soon acquired a recognized standing in his profession, espe- 
cially as physician on call at the great hotels at Niagara Falls, then 
in the zenith of their prosperity. He was also special surgeon for 
the Great Eastern Railway of Canada, the New York Central and 
the Erie railroads. He continued at Suspension Bridge until Au- 
gust 25, 1874, when he went to Syracuse, N. Y., where he practiced 
up to the date of his death, October 18, 1903. 

As a gynecologist he was widely known, and by his brethren in 
the profession Dr. Aberdein's success in the performance of difficult 
operations of a gynecological character was freely acknowledged. 

Dr. Aberdein was a member of the Syracuse Academy of Medi- 
cine, a member of the Onondaga Medical Society, a fellow of the 
New York State Medical Association, a member of the American 
Microscopical Society, a fellow of the Royal Microscopical So- 
ciety of Kings College, London, Eng., and a member of the Central 
New York Microscopical Society, which he served as president for 
a number of years. For more than twelve years he was a trustee of 
the Syracuse State Institution for Feeble Minded Children by 
appointment of governors and for twenty years he was a visiting 
physician to St. Vincent de Pauls Orphan Asylum. 

On June 28, 1871, Dr. Aberdein married Leila, daughter of David 
McClelland of Syracuse, who with two children, Harriet Leila (Mrs. 
Augustus C. Stevens) and Hamilton Lizars Aberdein, survive him. 

He was a member of this Society from the year 1882, and in his 
death it has lost an ever faithful and enthusiastic member. 



